
Lincs to Prayer – 24/7  
 
 

Lincs Focus – direction for 2010 
 
During the past three years Friday Focus has provided a focal point for 
those wishing to engage in meaningful prayer which supports varies 
topics over a period of time.   
 
We have changed the name for 2010 to Lincs Focus and are proposing 
to include aspects of various organisations in the county who are 
involved in aspects of Christian ministry. 
 
 

ACTS Trust  
is a charity based in Lincolnshire, committed to finding community solutions to 
community problems. As the needs of the community are diverse, so is our 
response. 
 
ACTS Trust runs eighteen projects which fall into three main catagories; working 
with those in crisis, working with children and young people and the ACTS Trust 
learning centre.  Through these strands, they aim to bring transformation into 
peoples lives - whether the need be related to debt, homelessness, family struggles 
lifestyle issues or educational needs. 
 
ACTS Trust is based at New Life Centre in Lincoln and much of the vision behind 
the projects has been birthed from those within the church’s congregation, 
although they are grateful to other partner churches who are now able to assist 
them in the outworking of this vision.  Having recently achieved the 'Investing in 
Volunteers' award, they are supported by an army of volunteers dedicated to see 
change and bring hope into peoples lives. 
 
The ACTS Trust continues to grow as people catch the vision and see opportunities 
of connecting with people who otherwise would not be connected in a meaningful 
way to anything.  This growth requires an increasing amount of volunteers to 
sustain the delivery of key services often to vulnerable and isolated individuals.  
Prayer for sufficient capable volunteers and adequate resources continues to be an 
ongoing requirement. 

 

Churches Together in all Lincolnshire 
 
“If you want to go quickly, go alone; if you want to go far, go with others” African proverb 
 
The presidents and deputies of Churches Together in All Lincolnshire spent a most fruitful day 

together on December 1st. We met with the future in mind, we do wish to travel far and see the 



 2 

continued transformation of our society by the love and power of God in the generations to come, so 

we are choosing to travel together.  
 

Our discussion focussed on our various denominational plans for mission in Lincolnshire and how we 
might approach this together where appropriate. It was a very encouraging and useful day and 

together we outlined our priorities for the next five years. These priorities, described below, will shape 

the activity of Churches Together in the coming years and pave the way for further ecumenical 
mission activity in the county. This is a further outworking of the covenant the CTAL Presidents and 

many churches signed in 2005. 
 

   The important features of the way ahead as we see it: 
 

 Regaining confidence in the gospel together and rediscovering the power of the gospel to 

transform individuals and communities 

 
 Maximising ecumenical mission opportunities locally – considering the total Christian resource 

in an area when planning new initiatives 

 
 Continuing to work together to establish fresh expressions of church in Lincolnshire primarily 

for those who are currently not part of any church 

 

 Continuing to support and encourage the work of the staff of Lincolnshire Chaplaincy services 

as they carry out their world facing role in many sectors on behalf of all the denominations in 
CTAL 

 
 Seeking to develop the ministry of the whole people of God ; encouraging and enabling every 

Christian to mature as a disciple of Jesus within our cultural context 

 
 Seeking to prayerfully identify, equip and deploy new leaders/”vocations” to take missional 

initiative and strengthen the churches in Lincolnshire 

 

 Continuing to develop a county wide prayer network to support mission activity and the life of 

the Churches in the county. We plan to launch further prayer initiatives at the “Taste and See” 
event in Lincoln Cathedral in May 2010 

 
 Continuing to conduct research and mapping across the county so that we understand 

together the extent and changing nature of the mission task we face 

 

 Re connecting CTAL with both locally constituted and informal Churches Together groups to 

continue to discern and share between us the way ahead 
 

Setting a direction of travel is not the same as taking the first steps on the road and words alone will 
not see the Kingdom of God become any more of a reality among us. So we need to pray, explore, 

take risks, keep moving and work together as we join in with God’s mission to the people of this 
county. May 2010 be a year of great blessing for many in Lincolnshire as the people called Christians 

choose together to travel far.  

 

Christians Against Poverty 

Christians Against Poverty is a national debt counselling charity with a 
network of 112 centres based in local churches. CAP offers hope and a solution to anyone in 

debt through its unique, in-depth service. 

'The CAP centre in Lincoln has been operating for over 3 years now, meeting 
with individuals and families week by week and seeing some incredible 
breakthroughs in peoples lives.  They have particularly seen an increase in the 
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levels of threatened evictions and home repossessions and are thankful to God that 
they have been able to intervene at these crucial times to see families stay in their 
homes. With such huge demand, they are receiving twice the number of calls at 
present than ever before. Although it is sad that so many people are in need of 
such a service at this time, it is a blessing that here in Lincoln there is help for 
those caught in the trap of debt and poverty.' 

CAP have announced their plans to expand to 750 centres over the next 5 
years - to bring full coverage to the UK. Please pray for CAP as they once again 
step out in faith for God to provide for this incredible vision! 

The charity is now a fast-paced, growing organisation whose vision is to answer the 
national problem of debt in the UK by having at least one CAP centre operating in 
every major town and city by the year 2021. Those seeking help can call the 
freephone new enquiries hotline on 0800 328 0006 

Church2yoU BUS PROJECT 
  

After three years now on the road, the ministry really seems to be taking off. Apart from 

the present weekly visits to Cherry Willingham on a Tuesday afternoon, St Giles on a 

Thursday evening, and monthly Saturday morning visits to the Monks Road area, a new 

work on Friday evenings in Nettleham has been successfully started within the last few 

months.  

  

In all these area's prayer has been the key to success. With now around one hundred folk 

committed to praying for the 'Pod' ministry, and specific prayer back up on St Giles and 

in Nettleham, the work is really having an impact, especially amongst the youth, who are 

actually asking the team for their own Bibles. On St Giles it is not unusual for young 

children to climb on board in their 'nightclothes' for a Bible story, and a similar desire for 

'God's Word' is being shown by older children in Nettleham. 

For further information - church2youprayer@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Energize 
 

ENERGIZE is a project which provides positive activities for young 
people in the city of Lincoln enabling them to live life to the full, through 
sports, creative arts and other events; it is part of a registered charity called 
Acts Trust. 

The Energize team have some new team members for the current 
year, so they now include five young people who have taken a year out in 
order to devote their time to connecting with other youngsters. 

They are currently working into seven secondary and three primary 
schools in the Lincoln area offering lunch time and after schools clubs, 
assisting with CU’s and involved with some of the lessons.  Please pray into 
these wonderful situations that they will be immensely productive. 

The vision is to build bridges between the young people in their 
localities, and local churches who are able to relate with them in such a way 
as to make the Christian faith accessible. 

 

mailto:church2youprayer@hotmail.co.uk
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Food Bank 
Working to combat hidden hunger across the UK.  Foodbank gives boxes 

of nutritionally balanced food and support to people experiencing emotional 
or financial crisis. 

Foodbank has seen some amazing provision over the past twelve 
months; we’ve seen food come from unexpected sources with perfect 
timing, volunteers with amazing gifts come forward to bless both us and our 
clients, and developed a great relationship with the supermarket, Morrisons. 
We’re so thankful for everything that God has put in place for this time, and 
look forward to what He has in store next! 

As the project has grown over the year, the demand upon the 
resources available has also increased; Foodbank, working alongside the 
Community Larder, have fed over 2,500 people to date. This is a staggering 
statistic, but we feel privileged to have been able to meet these people at 
their point of need.  

We would like to see Foodbank grow even bigger, and reach even more 
people in the upcoming months; please pray for us. We are almost always in 
need of food, especially at this time, and getting it in is foremost in our 
prayers!  
 

Morrisons have been incredibly welcoming to us in terms of 
supermarket collections and general support – we pray blessing on them and 
all their staff that are always so welcoming and encouraging. It would be 
great to develop this kind of relationship with other supermarkets too, and 
we pray that doors that are currently closed will be opened in the near 
future.  

Please pray for discernment and wisdom for our volunteers down at 
the Distribution Centre when speaking with the clients that come in. We’re 
praying that good conversations can take place so that our clients leave the 
centre with more than just food.  

We are privileged to work alongside two other organisations; the 
Community Larder and the Bridge Community Centre. We ask for blessing on 
them in all their endeavours and all that they do. We ask for strong, healthy 
relationships to be developed, so that we may do even more together in the 
future.  

Foodbank is making a real difference to the lives of people within this 
city, and we want to go even further in the future! Thank you for your 
support in prayer.  For those desiring to make contributions to Lincoln 
Foodbank, either with financial help or by food donations please make 
contact with either The Acts Trust or The Bridge projects. 
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Fresh Expressions 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, is to be the keynote speaker at a 
national event in Lincoln which will focus on the long-term development of fresh 
expressions of church. Dr Williams will be joined by Dr Martyn Atkins, General Secretary of 
the Methodist Church in Britain. 

The event - hosted by Fresh Expressions at the Epic Centre, Lincolnshire Showground - will 
take place on 5 March 2010. The Archbishop will be looking at growth to spiritual maturity, 
while the day will also help those leading new congregations to find out more about such 
key issues as finance, accountability and sustainability. 

The day aims to examine the theme of local shared ecumenical support and ownership, 
and how this is developed through FEASTs (Fresh Expressions Area Strategy Teams). 

Bishop Graham Cray, Archbishops' Missioner and leader of the Fresh Expressions team, said 
that Lincoln was a particularly appropriate venue because of the successful work being 
done across the county in establishing pioneering forms of church. 

"Some people have said fresh expressions of church are just the latest fad," he added, "but 
the Lincoln experience proves otherwise. There are good signs of church growth there, and 
it was the first area of the UK to develop a county-wide ecumenical FEAST. The rest of us 
have much to learn from the work in Lincolnshire." 

The conference is open to anyone interested in reaching those normally well off the 
Church’s radar with a regional, inter-denominational and co-ordinated approach to mission 
and evangelism. Tickets are £25 and can be booked in advance. 

 

Globe Cafe  
 

Coming to a foreign country exposes people to a whole new way of looking at 
the world. It is an opportunity to overcome stereotypes. A team from within the ACTS 
Project meet International Students at weekly events called Globe Café. There they 
help them look again at different cultures, at their view of God, and their view of 
Christians.  

1. Thanks for the students who have attended  and found meaningful support. 
Prayer that those who attend would enjoy the events and invite others to come along 
next time. 

2. Thanks for the new web site developed by the students. Pray with us that 
God would use it to draw people along to Globe Cafe. 

3. Join with us in giving thanks for the great opportunity given by the influx of 
international students, and the opportunity to share the gospel with them. Pray that 
the team would be able to communicate the gospel through practical love and taking 
the opportunity to interact on spiritual issues. 

4. The team long for the days when the students take initiative with them along 
the lines of Zechariah 8:23 (NIV) “This is what the Lord Almighty says: “in those days 
ten men from all languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of 
his robe and say, „Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is with you.‟”” 
May God bring students with this hunger to them. 
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5. There is a considerable time commitment in ministering to these 
international students. The team can do a great deal, but they sense the need for 
someone who might give more focused attention. May the Lord raise up someone 
who could work full or part time to meet this need. 

6. However great or little the apparent interest is, unless the Lord is the one 
who is at work nothing of significance will develop. 1 Corinthians 3:6 NIV says “I 
planted the seed Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.” Pray that the seeds 
planted would take root and develop as mustard seeds dominating the garden. 

 
 
Hospital Chaplaincy 

Chaplains are part of the hospital healthcare team and may be seen visiting patients and 
staff on the wards. 

The Department of Pastoral and Spiritual Care at the United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust 
(chaplaincy and bereavement services) has the responsibility of providing for the pastoral, 
religious and spiritual care of all patients, their relatives and carers, as well as the staff on all 
hospital sites, whatever their particular belief, faith, religion or views. 

Pastoral and spiritual care is an integral part of the holistic care provided within our hospitals. The 
chaplaincy teams are dedicated to the support and well-being of all who work within the hospitals.  
In addition, chapel, church and prayer room facilities are available for quiet prayer and reflection 
on each of the hospital sites. Although we currently provide rooms which have been dedicated for 
Christian worship, we are pleased to welcome all who wish to use these areas for personal times 
of quiet, prayer and reflection. These areas are open to all, day and night. 

The Chaplaincy Team at Lincoln County Hospital is managed by The Revd. Tim Couchman (Free 
Church Chaplain). Tim and the team are supported by Fr Chris Wedge(Church of 
England/Anglican) - Deputy Chaplaincy and Bereavement Services Manager- working at all 
hospitals within the Trust but based at Lincoln. Also in the team are: The Revd. Jonathon Timmins 
((Free Church Chaplain) who takes a lead for the department in Tim’s absence), The Revd. 
Margaret Saunders (Church of England/Anglican Chaplain), and the Revd. Alison Amelia (Church 
of England/Anglican). Mrs Angela Mates provides administrative support to the department and is 
also a Bereavement Co-Ordinator. 

Although Tim, Margaret and Alison are in full-time service to the Trust, Tim has pan-trust 
responsibilities and Margaret divides her time between Lincoln County Hospital and St. Barnabas 
Lincolnshire Hospice and Alison shares her time between Lincoln County Hospital and Grantham 
and District Hospital. 
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The chaplaincy team at Pilgrim Hospital, Boston is supervised by the Revd. Christine Bonneywell 
(Church of England/Anglican chaplain). Christine is supported by The Revd. Jeffrey Boyden 
(Free Church chaplain), who are both full time, and Father Chris Hogan (Roman Catholic 
chaplain), who works part-time. Wendy Fletcher provides administrative support to the department. 

The Chaplaincy Team at Grantham and District Hospital is supervised by the Reverend Alison 
Amelia (Church of England/Anglican chaplain). Alison is supported by The Reverend June 
Rowland (Church of England / Anglican chaplain), The Reverend Barbara Chambers (Church of 
England/Anglican chaplain) and The Reverend Anthony Dolan (Roman Catholic chaplain). 
Although Alison is in full-time service to the hospitals trust, she shares her time between 
Grantham and District Hospital and Lincoln County Hospital. The other chaplains are part-time and 
also have local Church and NHS commitments. 

The chaplaincy team at Louth County Hospital is supervised by the Revd. David Newlove. David is 
supported by the Revd. Lorraine Turner and some local volunteers. Both David and Lorraine lead 
churches in Louth, but nevertheless still manage to provide chaplaincy support, including an 
emergency on-call service, to Louth hospital. 
 
Missions Shaped Ministry 

 

The course units and case studies have been selected in line with the focus on 
the rural aspect and an exciting new opportunity is being offered for people who are 
not on the course to join in for the three Saturdays of the course this year; they're 
being called Rural Mission Days, where national experts in the rural scene have been 
invited to be with us on our Rural Mission days, and David Perry, Bishop John and 
Stuart Bell will also be addressing us from a local perspective. On each Saturday we'll 
teach two msm units as well...a goodly fare for any who'd like to join us!  The first 
Rural Mission day saw 70 attending a day in Horncastle, and the next such event is 
scheduled for 16th January 2010. 

 
 

roadHoG 

 
roadHoG is the name of a new initiative recently launched in Boston to reach 

out both to school children and local communities.  roadHoG has a double-

decker bus which has been completely refitted so that the upper level can be used 

as a class room facility.  The initiative is part of Lincolnshire Youth Mission Ltd, 

and has a local steering group made up of representatives from the partner 

churches, who are currently the Boston Methodist Circuit, the Anglican Deanery, 

New Life Church and Boston Baptist Church. 
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The bus was launched in October and currently visits three secondary schools 

providing lessons on Religious Education and Citizenship, and there are plans to 

expand this to five schools in 2010.  When not being used as an additional school 

classroom, the bus is being used by local churches to reach out into their 

communities – there are currently three teams being trained to begin work next 

month, with a further two planned to be added by Easter.  This hopefully will 

provide opportunities particularly for young people to be able to access the bus 

and ask questions and find life-changing answers. 

 

Further details can be found on www.roadhog.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

Street Pastors 

Lincoln Street Pastors continue to go into Lincoln City Centre every Friday and 
Saturday night, taking the love of Jesus in a practical way.  At present teams have 
become a little depleted because several people have had to step back for various 
reasons; however, thanks to people’s fantastic amenability and commitment, as well as 
God’s amazing grace, we have never had a night when we’ve been unable to put a 
team out! And at Bailgate Methodist Chapel, there is always a Prayer Team interceding 
for those on the streets. Together we have seen some incredible answers to prayers! 
(Jeremiah 29:12) 

Rev Ian Brown, driving force behind and Director of Lincoln Street Pastors 
sinced its inception has left Lincoln in October to join the RAF as a padre. We will miss 
his inspirational leadership but trust that, just as God has new adventures for Ian, He 
also has plans to ‘prosper’ Lincoln Street Pastors with hope and a future.(Jeremiah 
29:11) 
 
PRAYER POINTS: 

1. Pray that we continue to have teams for every Friday and Saturday. 

2. Pray for Simon Dean as he takes over the role of Chair of Lincoln Street Pastors 

from Ian Brown. 

3. Pray for continued relationships and favour with partner agencies: Police, 

Licensed Premises, Emergency Services, Lincoln BIG, Evening Safety Wardens, 

Community Safety Partnership and revellers. 

http://www.roadhog.org.uk/
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4. Pray for trainee Street Pastors. 

5. Pray for more and more Holy Spirit wisdom and revelation as we pray into 

disconcerting situations on the streets. 

6. Pray that God’s love is seen through the Street Pastors. 

 
Churches in Boston have been on a journey this last year as God has been leading 

them to set up 'Street Pastors' in Boston. Because of the success of the Lincoln 'Street 
Pastors' both our local Police and Council have been enthusiastic about the possibility 
of 'Street Pastors' coming to Boston. A good number of churches are on board, 
providing prayer support and volunteers to be trained as pastors. Some 16 Street 
Pastors in Boston have been trained and their commissioning service is on Friday 29th 
January 
 

The Bridge 
 

The „Bridge‟ is located opposite side of the road to Emmanuel Christian Centre 
on Newark Road, Lincoln, and seeks to reach out and befriend those in the 
community who may have no or little church contact. 

 
Please pray for wisdom for the volunteers at the Bridge as they talk to 

customers.  On three afternoons a week the Foodbank is based at The Bridge and 
the demand for food parcels is continuing to increase. 

 
Pray for the other initiatives which are part of their strategy of linking with 

those who are on a journey of discovery and need a bridge to help them across. 


